IN PHILADELPHIA,                     186
a tale from Mr. Hawthorne as early as possible (if I am so fortunate as to get one at all), that I may put the illustration in the hands of the artist.
You will see hy the Prospectus that we intend to give a aeries of portraits of the American literati, with critical sltetches. I would be glad if I could so arrange matters as to have you first> provided you yourself have no serious objection. Instead of the " full-length portraits" promised in the Prospectus (which will be modified in. the specimen sheet), we shall have medallions about three inches in diameter. Could you put me in possession of any likeness of yourself? — or would you do me the same favor in regard to Mr. Hawthorne? — You perceive I proceed upon the ground that you are intimate with Mr. H., and that making these inquiries would not subject you to trouble or inconvenience.
I confess that I am by no means so conversant with your own compositions (especially in prose), as I should be. Could you furnish me with some biographical and ci'itical data, and tell me when or how I could he put in possession of your writings generally ? — but I fear I am asking altogether too much.
If the 4th number of "The Pioneer" is printed, I would he obliged if you woidd send me an early copy through the P. 0.
Please remember me to Mr. Carter, and believe me Most sincerely your friend,
EDSAB A. Poe.1
J. RUSSELL LOWELL, ESQ"".
Before the " Pioneer " was discontinued, after its third niimber, Poe had contributed to it " The Tell-
> Poe to Lowell.   MS.ptible of illustration, with finely executed •wood-engravings—after the fashion of Gigonx'a " Gil Bias" or <( Grandville's Gulliver" — and I wish to getta assumptions — as-ersatility, originality, and pungency. It may be asl have more weight witha from To------(" Should my early life seem "), from
